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House Vote#1: WEAKENING UNFUNDED MANDATE REFORMS. HR 5
requires a Congressional Budget Office cost analysis and specifics on how abill or regulation would
be financed on any measure imposing costs of more than $50 million on state and local
governments. Representative James Moran (D-VA) offered a substitute amendment to severely
weaken HR 5 by removing a provision in the bill blocking the consideration of legislation that does
not provide money for meeting afederal mandate. The Moran substitute was rejected February 1,
1995 on a 278-152 vote. Private property rights supportersvoted NO.

House Vote#2: REGULATORY MORATORIUM. HR 450 would temporarily prohibit

federal agencies from implementing new federal regulations. The freeze would be in effect until
December 31, 1995, or when the regulatory revisions in the "Contract With America' were enacted,
whichever is sooner, and would retroactively cover regulations proposed or put into effect since
November 20, 1994. The bill would exempt routine regulations and those that address an "imminent
threat to health or safety.” Rep. David Mclntosh (R-IN) illustrated the macro-effects of the federal
regulatory explosion: " . . . It isvitally important that we proceed with this moratorium on
regulations so that ayear from now we do not see another pile of new burdensome federal
regulations that impose a hidden tax on the American middle class, costing every family in this
country $6,000 each year--high car prices, higher food prices, jobs being sent overseas.” Rep. John
Linder (R-GA) cited the example of John Shuler, arancher who was fined $4,000 for violating the
Endangered Species Act. Linder said, "What was Mr. Shuler's crime? He shot and killed a grizzly
bear that charged him on his own property. Welcome to Bill Clinton's America." HR 450 passed
276-146 on February 24, 1995. The President's position was a no vote. Private Property advocates
voted YES.

House Vote#3: STRENGTHENING RISK ASSESSMENT AND

COST/BENEFIT ANALYSISFOR NEW REGULATION ACT. HR 1022 requires
that any new regulations affecting the environment, health and safety that would likely cost the
economy more than $25 million annually must first undergo an assessment of risk and the relative
costs and benefits. Representatives Joe Barton (R-TX), Mike Crapo (R-1D) and Billy Tauzin (D-LA)
offered an amendment to strengthen HR 1022 by establishing a process whereby citizens could
petition federal agenciesto review EXISTING regulations. The Barton-Crapo-Tauzin amendment
was rejected on a 206-220 vote on February 28, 1995. Private property rights advocates voted
YES;

House Vote #4: PRIVATE PROPERTY RIGHTS- 30 PERCENT
THRESHOLD. HR 925 was a private property rights bill that would provide for landownersto
be compensated for the loss of the use of their land caused by federal regulations. The Goss
Amendment (Porter Goss (R-FL)) would have weakened HR 925 in two ways. First it would have
raised the threshold to 30% from 10% before the bill would kick in and require compensation to the
landowner. Second, the Goss Amendment would have required that the 30% apply to all the
landowners property, not just the portion affected by the regulation as stated in HR 925. The Goss
Amendment was defeated 210-211 on March 2, 1995 (the House eventually settled on a 20%
threshold). The property rights position was a NO.

House Vote #5: PRIVATE PROPERTY RIGHTS. HR 925 would require federal
agencies to compensate private property owners for federal actions taken under the Endangered
Species Act, the Wetlands provisions of the Clean Water Law and the 1985 Farm Bill, and certain
laws affecting Western water rights that reduce the value of any section of their properties by 20
percent or more. If aregulation took 50% or more of the property value, the landowner would be
able to force the government to buy out his property. The bill exempts federal actions that are taken
to prevent an identifiable hazard to public health or safety or to prevent damage to other specific
property, or that are in agreement with local zoning regulations or state laws barring nuisance
actions. Rep. Lamar Smith (R-TX) spoke for many when he said, "1f someone thinks that
preservation of the bald eagle, protection of the spotted owl and conservation of certain wetlands are
important, they ought to be important enough to pay for . . . Private property rights are not about
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harming the environment. They are about fundamental fairness--asking the government to share the
costs of public benefits." Rep. Charles Canady (R-FL) said, "that in many of the instances where we
are currently seeing landowners burdened, we are seeing agencies that are overreaching. They are
going beyond the real intent of the law, and agencies who are doing that can exercise their discretion
not to do that. And | believe that would be . . . the major consequence of passing this law.” HR 925
passed 277-148 on March 3, 1995. The President's position was ano vote. Private property
advocates voted YES.

House Vote #6: EMERGENCY HARVEST OF DEAD AND DYING TREES ON

FEDERAL LANDS. During the last five years a net of 21 billion board feet of dead and dying
timber has accumulated on Forest Service lands nationwide. Unfortunately, existing federal barriers
have prevented these trees from being harvested before they deteriorate and lose commercia value.
They merely rot and provide no employment for rural timber economies and increase the cost of
forest products used to build houses. HR 1158, the Emergency Supplemental Appropriations and
Rescissions Bill, contained a common sense provision by Representatives Charles Taylor (R-NC)
and Don Y oung (R-AK) which established expedited procedures for removing these dead and dying
trees while still retaining important environmental safeguards. An amendment by Rep. Sidney Y ates
(D-IL) to strike the Taylor-Y oung provision and thus retain existing barriers to harvesting these
trees was defeated on March 15, 1995 by a 150-275 vote. Private property rights supporters
voted NO.

House Vote#7: WETLANDSDEFINITION AND COMPENSATION. HR 9l isa
bill to revise the Clean Water Act and regulation of wetlands. The Boehlert Amendment (Sherwood
Boehlert (R-NY)) would have gutted HR 961. It would have broadened the definition of wetlands to
cover more land and eliminated the provisions of the bill that would require federal compensation
for private landowners affected by wetlands regulation. This amendment was supported by 39
moderate Republicans and opposed by 51 conservative Democrats. The Boehlert Amendment was
defeated 185-242 on May 16, 1995. The private property vote was a NO.

House Vote #8: MORE FUNDING FOR CONVERTING PRIVATE

PROPERTY INTO FEDERAL PROPERTY . HR 1977, the FY 1996 Interior

Appropriations bill, contained $51 million for federal agencies to acquire only the highest priority
lands for national parks, national forests and wildlife refuges. Rep. George Miller (D-CA) offered an
amendment to increase this amount by $183 million which is offset by a corresponding cut in fossil
fuel research and development funding. Rep. Pat Williams (D-MT) asked his colleagues to support
the Miller amendment "for the good of habitat in this country, for the good of wild landsin this
country, for the good of wild riversin this country." Speaking against the Miller amendment, Rep.
Richard Pombo (R-CA) said, "Out of the 650 million acres that the federal government currently
owns, 35 million have been bought in the last 30 years. . . . There is absolutely no reason why we
cannot sell off some of that federal land to purchase some of these sensitive environmental areas.”
The Miller amendment was defeated 170-253 on July 13, 1995. Private property rights
supportersvoted NO.

House Vote#9: FUNDING FOR NATIONAL TRUST FOR HISTORIC

PRESERVATION. An amendment to the Fiscal 1996 Interior Appropriations bill (HR 1977) by
Rep. Tim Hutchison (R-AR) would have eliminated the $3.5 million provided in the bill for the
National Trust for Historic Preservation. The House Appropriations Committee had already decided
to defund the trust over 2 years but the Hutchinson amendment would have cut the funds
immediately. Pointing to the lobbying and litigation the National Trust has engaged in, Hutchison
noted that, among other projects, "They have lobbied repeatedly against the free enterprise system
and have waged a virtual war on the mass retailing industry." In recent years the Trust has |obbied
Congress to expand the Historic rehabilitation tax credit (at a cost of $1.4 billion over five years,
according to the Trust itself) and has fought economic development nationwide. The Trust is an
example of agood idea created many years ago (1949) that has devel oped a huge budget and
constituency partially subsidized by the taxpayer to lobby Congress for more money and more
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power. It shows the problem of trying to reign in these subsidies once they get going. The Hutchison
amendment was defeated 129-281 on July 13, 1995. The private property position was YES.

House Vote #10: EAST MOJAVE NATIONAL PRESERVE MANAGEMENT.
Congress passed the California Desert Act as one of the last things it did in the 103rd Congressin
1994. In 1995 Representative Jerry Lewis (R-CA) inserted a provision in the 1996 Interior
Appropriations Bill (HR 1977) that kept management of the East Mojave National Preservein the
hands of the Bureau of Land Management instead of turning it over to the National Park Service as
planned in the California Desert Act. The problem was the large amount of private land, huge
mining operations, thousands of miles of roads and many other potential conflicts which are the
kinds of conflictsthe National Park Service has historically had difficulty dealing with. Rep. Vic
Fazio (D-CA) offered an amendment to turn the area over to the National Park Service and transfer
$600,000 given to the BLM to manage the area to the Park Service. The Fazio amendment was
defeated by avote of 174-227 on July 13, 1995. The private property right provison wasa NO
vote.

House Vote#11: NO MORE ROADS IN FOREST SERVICE ROADLESS

AREAS. Rep. Joseph Kennedy (D-RI) offered an amendment to the FY 1996 Interior
Appropriations bill to stop the Forest Service from constructing roads or preparing timber salesin
roadless areas of 3,000 acres or more. These areas have not been designated by Congress as
Wilderness and should not be managed as such unless Congress determines otherwise. In addition to
timber production, these roads have multiple-uses. private property inholders, mining claimants,
grazing permittees and recreationists use them as well. Without access, private property is
worthless. In supporting the Kennedy amendment, Rep. George Miller (D-CA) stated that, for the
sake of the taxpayers, we must stay "out of roadless areas because they are the most expensive
(timber) sales. . . What the Forest Service seeksto do islike if McDonald's said they wanted to build
a hamburger stand on the moon, and they had to use a space shuttle to get its customers there.”
Speaking in opposition to the amendment, Rep. Ralph Regula (R-OH) said, "The roads provide
access to harvest the timber crop so that young people can build homes at a reasonable cost. This
timber goes into the homes of America, but it also opens up these beautiful forests so the millions of
our fellow citizens have an opportunity to fish, to hunt, to camp, to enjoy the forests.” The Kennedy
amendment was defeated by a vote of 155-255 on July 18, 1995. Private property rights
advocates voted NO.

House Vote#12: CONTROLLING EXCESSES OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL

PROTECTION AGENCY (EPA). HR 2099, the hill funding Veterans Administration,
Department of Housing and Urban Development and I ndependent Agencies contained 17
anti-regulatory provisions (called riders) to reign in excesses by the EPA. Of greatest interest to
private landowners were riders dealing with the Clean Water Act's onerous wetlands program.
Representatives Sherwood Boehlert (R-NY) and Louis Stokes (D-OH) offered an amendment to
strike the 17 anti-regulatory riders from HR 2099. Rep. Richard Durbin (D-IL) attacked the riders as
"abitter vetch of environmental poison concocted by special interest groups and served up by the
majority party.” Rep. NitaLowey (D-NY) called the bill "one of the most flawed pieces of
legislation that this body has considered in the seven years | have been privileged to serve.”
Opponents of the Boehlert-Stokes amendment asserted it was merely an attempt to kill legislation
already passed by the House. "The effect of this amendment will simply be to kill the clean water
and wetlands reforms that this House has already passed, and passed by a comfortable margin of 55
votes," said Rep. Bud Shuster (R-PA). The House, which had approved the Boehlert-Stokes
amendment three days earlier, rgjected it on July 31, 1995 on a 210-210 tie vote. A yesvote
supported the Clinton Administration's position. Private property rights supportersvoted NO.

House Vote #13: POLITICAL ADVOCACY RESTRICTIONS. The Skaggs
Amendment (David Skaggs (D-CO)) aimed to strike from the Labor-HHS Appropriations Bill (HR
2127) language opposed by liberals that prohibits any federal grant from going to any group that has
spent over 5% of it's annual non-governmental income in any of the previous five years on political
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advocacy, including lobbying. Opponents to the amendment called it the "Welfare For Lobbyists®
amendment that would allow public taxpayer money to "promote bigger government, bigger taxes,
greater expenditures and more feeding at the federal trough." Majority Whip Tom DelLay (R-TX)
ridiculed the Skaggs Amendment as a revelation of "Washington's best-kept secret: Welfare for
lobbyists.” Thisisan amendment that exposes what has been going on in this town for many, many
years, where organizations from the |eft like Act-Up all the way to the US Chamber of Commerce
have taken federal funds and have lobbied for more federal funds.” "Money isfungible. If we give
them federal grants in one pocket they can take other monies to lobby with." Opponents of the
Skaggs Amendment were concerned that federal money would be used as a subsidy for green
groups and othersto lobby Congress for more and more regulation including regulation of private
property. The Skaggs Amendment was defeated 187 to 232. The private property position was a
NO.

House Vote #14: NATIONAL PARK SYSTEM OVERHAUL . HR 260 offered by

Rep. James Hansen (R-UT) would direct the Interior Secretary to prepare areview of Nationa Park
Service operations within two years of enactment and make recommendations to Congress on
improvements such as closing parks or changing management practices. There are well recognized
financia and other problems in the National Parks. The agency is billions of dollars behind in
deferred maintenance and land acquisition. The Hansen bill only asked the Park Service to make
recommendations for changes. It did not make any immediate changes. However, in the new highly
partisan House the proposal was defeated 180 to 231 on September 19, 1995. A no votewasin
support of the President's position. Private property advocates voted YES.

House Vote #15: MINING PATENT S. The House added an amendment to the FY 1996
Appropriations bill (HR 1977) extending the moratorium on mining patents for another year. The
Senate rejected this amendment and substituted an amendment which ended the moratorium and
rased the price charged for a patent to fair market value. The conference committee concurred with
the Senate. Representative Sidney Y ated (D-IL) offered a motion on the House Floor to recommit
the Appropriations bill (H.R. 1977) to the House-Senate conference committee with instructions to
include a one year ban on expending money for processing or granting mining patents. Rep. Y ates
argued that unless his motion to recommit passed, billions of dollars of gold, silver and other
minerals would be sold "to large mining companies for next to nothing.” Speaking in opposition,
Representative Don Y oung (R-AK) stated that under present law, some mining claimants qualify for
patents. "They have filed all the obligations required under law. If anew law is retroactively applied
without grandfathering these claims, then the Federal government will be exposed to billions of
dollarsin takings liabilities," Y oung said. The Y ated motion passed 277-147 on September 29,
1995. A vote for the motion was a vote to deny many mining claimants their property rights. A NO
vote was the vote to protect property rights (See vote #6 in the Senate.)
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Alabama - Delaware Florida - Kentucky Louisiana - Nevada

New Hampshire - Oklahoma Oregon - Vermont Virginia - Wyoming

NOTE: Representatives from American Samoa, District of Columbia, Guam, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin
Islands do not vote.
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